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“Eli, sometimes it is hard to
distinguish between your voice and
the voice of God. Like Samuel T get
confused and turn to you. In your
wisdom you point me to God. My
teachers and mentors, like wise Elj,
remind me to listen carefully—not to

them—but to God.”
- Mark Olson

THE BOOK: “Notesto Eli” areMark Olson’'s* reflectionsof aSamudl,
still listening for the call of God.” Hismessage? The church must havea
clear, focused agenda: God iscentra, the community gathered around the
word and sacrament isfundamental, and worship needsto be participatory.

Thenotesbegininlate 2001. From June 2002, Mark writesunder
thediagnosisof multiple myel oma—adisease that ended the notes, and
hislife, in October 2002. Even though his personal situation changed
dramatically through thesewritings, hisfocusremained on being apastor
inapost-modernworld.

Thefurther you delveintothe”Notes,” themoredeeply youwill
experience Mark’s wisdom and the more you will be captured by his
visionfor evangdica leadership.

THE REVIEWS: “I haveopportunity towrite‘blurbs for thejacketsof
many new books. It isstandard procedurefor me...to skimabook, get an
impression or two, and dash off asurface paragraph. | was prepared to
do sofor thisbook...but then I got hooked...I could not put it down until |
had read every pageof it...Thisisadeep book, readily accessible. Itis
thick with faith and joy and sadness. | anticipate that many readerswill,
likeme, aso read every page and be changed by thereading of it.”
-Walter Brueggemann, Columbia Theological Seminary

“Thesearethewritingsof aprofound theologian, avisionary prophet, an
insightful teacher, a friend—but most importantly, a pastor...These
letters...will invadeyour head, heart and spirit—and you will be changed.”
-Ted Schroeder, Director for Education,

Division for Congregational Ministries—-ELCA

THEAUTHOR: Mark Olsonwasapastor infive congregationsof the
Evangdlicd Lutheran ChurchinAmerica(ELCA) or itspredecessor bodies,
served on theevangelism staff of the Divisionfor Congregationd Lifeof
the ELCA, wasan assi stant to the bishop of the Rocky M ountain Synod
of the ELCA, authored three books and developed the Center for
Congregational Leadership. Helectured and taught widely acrossthe
church and often did workshopswith hiswife, Elaine. Hedied a fifty-one
from multiple myeloma, aform of cancer of the bone marrow and blood
plasma

Contact information for Elaine Olson:
997 GoodrichAve., St. Paul, MN 55105
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